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EX.IOIJTH  DISTilOT  OO’JT^TL. 

iijnvniAL  REpa-^T 
for 

the  year  1944. 

Mr.  Cha  i.iiuan,  iioclam  and  Gentlemen, 

Tbay  a’bi-oviated  Annual  Report  is  in  accordance  with  instructions 
recti/ed  f cum  the  Ministry  cf  Health.  All  records  are  prc;served,  however, 
and  a comprohensi ve  survey  of  the  period  cover.-^'d  hy  hostilities  v/ill  be 
available  shortly  after  -ohe  war  ends* 

denoral  Health. 

In  common  with  the  rest  oj‘  the  coantrp',  the.  Urban  District  suffered 
from  an  epidemic  of  I'easles  and  ViTnoopiny  Cough  daring  the  winter  mo^iths. 

No  deaths  v/ere  reported  as  a result  of  these  ini'cctious  diseases.  This 
.may  be  the  result  of  a change?  in  the  atti.tude  03  parents  toviords  the  care 
of  children  suffering  from  f'?b.rile  infect! o..is  diseases • At  one  time  it 

was  the  custom  to  exclude  all  fresh  air,  to  encrnhe.r  t'he  patient  with  too 
many  bedclothes,  and  to  heat  the  room  in  which  the  [lati.-'^nt  la;/.  Now,  the 
general  public  is  adopting  the  common  sense  practice  of  allowing  unlimited 
fresh  air  when  the  v/eather  permit.s,  and  it  is  beginning  to  appreciate  that 
sufficient  warmth  to  make  the  patient  cor.if ortablc  is  all  t’nat  is  required. 

In  other  respects  the  health  of  the  district  remained  good. 

Cle-anliness  • 

The  supervision  and  inspection  of  school  children  has  been  continued 
throughout  the  year  by  the  Health  Visitor  .and  the  vsehool  nurses,  and  parents 
are  encouraged  to  devote  more  attention  to  detail  when  3uc?i  encouragement  is 
needed. 
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A nurse  devotes  her  whole  time  to  trie  exemirLut ion  anl  ti-eat;i.ent  of 
childrens*'  beads*  During  the  past  year  she  nu..  used  densyl  Benzoate  emulsion 
instead  of  Lethane  in  treating  cases,  and  a.jprovos  the  change*  She  fi.nds  that 
nits  are  'jore  easily  dislodged  from  the  hair,  that  there  is  no  skin  reaction, 
and  that  vrhen  treatment  is  corrpleted  ti’ie  bail-  is  left  in  a nleasing  state  and 
does  not  shov.;  evidence  oi"  li.riterfore'ace*  This  eonsi  dural  ion  may  he  of 
psychological  value,  for  id'c  child  will  no  'longer  fear  di  sparagirij:  remarks  from 
its  fellow  soho.Lars*  During  the  year  10,5715  inspections  were  made  and  737  cases 
were  found  to  require  treatment* 

121.  7li  nicj^ 

This  is  sioi.ll  Viei,  d.  on  Llonday  nnd  Thursday  raornirigs  during  each  week  and 
is 'kept  open  once  a week  during  stiKool  'hoi  i.  days* 

In  the  past,  tr "if ling  -lilments  only  have  been  treated*  It  irn,  he  IViat,  as 
the  New  Education  Act  requirc’s  the  County  Coui-icil  to,  bo  responsilfi.c  for  all 
'but  the  domiciliary  treatment  of  school  c'hildren,  the  school  clinic  v/ill 
gradually  evolve  into  a school  dispensary*  If  tliis  should  "nappon,  the 
premises  v^hich  even  nou'  ai’e  ina.dequate  would  then  “50  almost  i.inpos:.'iii:)ie * 

The  Clinic  seems  to  he  increasingly  pouulai'  ^■m  th  par'cnts,  fo.r  the  number 
of  motherrs  viio  .a.ccompany  their  children  is  sSenl'' 'I.  / yr  /h,.  . They  are 
encouraged  in  tills  as  it  offers  'in  ■ Uiee lien,  opport.eu  ' for  breaking  dov/Ti 
supers r,ftiotn3  and  replacing  'old  •dves  tales'  hy  cl'es'-nlary  educ.auion  in 
homely  re  medies  and  siiiW-le  j u'i  es  of  health.. 

Diu/hthei'ia  Irgmuni  sat  ion  * 

A clinic  is  held  once  a month*  Propaganda  is  still  ;riai:e.t..a.Lned  hy  poster, 
advertisement  and  by  personal  appeal*  The  result  is  satisfactory,  and  speaking 
generally,  mothers  need  little  encour,ager.ieat , for  they  come  forward  eagerly  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  service* 
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The  foll.oy/.ln;j  figures  for  the  /ear  1. 34-±-. 


Undrr  b 
^/ear'i. 

Over  5 yrs* 
d unde.r  15. 

Total. 

Number  of  children  who 
completed  uIm:  fi'il  course 

2.''2 

23 

285 

Estimated  percent aye  • 

of  children  completely  imr-ounisi-d. 

69.3;^ 

90. 

The  pei’ccntr/;c  eetinir-tiort  oj  ti  nusab.-ir  oi‘  children  immunised  has  been 
rendered  difficult  by  the  3u-fd'.;!i  lafliiz  of  • vcirioen  l u-’ini  hhe  V'ear  anJjP-aterj 
by  the  steady  trielclc  of  ohilcd'en  back  to  the  areas  from  v/hich.  they  came. 

Hi  Luke's.  Hospital . 

Resider.t  cli'ildren,  and  ev-iGucc;  ohildi’en  from  any  part  of  the  county,  arc 
admitted  on  request, but  thf.-.  bulk  of  admissions  are  frou"!  dx..'iouth.  .-ilthou/h 
primarily  intondi.-d  for  the  treatment  of  r’dnor  infec  /..  ''Us  diseases,  the  hospital 


provides  help  in  riddinq  children  oi’  .'|;roubi( •sorie  skin  affections.  There  is 
accommodation  I'or  hfi  patien.ts  but  as  thtire  ■•ire;  four  s.'liI],  vrrds  only  aval  lab. 
the  different  types  of  infectious  disr'ps-  that  ca>i  h-i  •■■idi.'ii+'  ,ed  rst  aiiy  one  time 
is  necessarily  limited  to  that  number-  The  J.’ollo'.vi n;;  t'lblc  yives  numbers  of 


the  various  dise''.ses  admitted  duriny  the  yn'<r:~ 


Imp'-.t  lyo 

Cl 

.iaundice 

vSeabies  ( com, .'lie at ed) 

24 

d u ip.  .V  U'rn 

V/hooping  Couy^h 

9 

owOmatitis 

Measles 

27 

Boils 

German  Measles 

8 

Septic  throat 

Gb^  •^^^'■-11— pox 

28  . 

Absess 

Mumps. 

14 

Trac  is.irc3 

Ohservition 

Total 

1 

2 


2 


2 


4 

1 


2 


7 

192. 
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ScFibics  is  trso.tcd  in  the  oucp-^iticni  :i'rn..'r  u icni.  • Bl'ililr.fn  '-'..r/u  bathed  and 

painted  with  Benzyl  Benzoate  emul rlori.  The  ^.reatca-n’''  is  x'’epeate'.''.  alter  seven 
da^^'s.  Children  :aro  returned  hone  on  the  dy'/  t’.'.c.y  are  treated  ane  allowed  to 
r.-turn  to  school  on  the  followin.ie  dap.  ''’hcr(j  is  n)  evidence  id'eat  this  procedure 
contribute::  to  the  epi'ead  of  the  infestation. 

Gases  of  Bcabies  tre.^ted  -‘'s  outpatients  at  ot.  Luke's  Hospital  during  the 
past  year. 

Ptcinouth « 8t  Thomas  K.l'.H.  Total . 

535  119  652 

Hostels . 

The  second  eva.cuatiou  of  nhilJ.T.‘en  from  Iiondon  rocraired  t'he  pi'orlsion 
of  more  hostel  accoinfuo'l  .tion,  and  53  Morton  Rd.  and  5 MootOii  Crescent  were 
re-opened.  Both  are  :ised  for  Snuretic  and  difi'icult  children,  the  former 
for  girls  and  the  latter  for  boys,  and  together  pro/ido  accommodation  I' or 
35  children.  Ttwo  hostels  ibat  have  been  ocraii'iiod  since  the  beginning  of  the 
vaar  accommodate  difficuT.t  c’nildrcn.  7 Morton  Crescent  is  I'cserved  for  20  diffi- 
cult boysi,  and  2 Trefusis  Terrace  20  diffn.cult  gi.nl3. 

Sickbay . 

Torapletown  Lodge  has  been  open'.nl  I'or  aged  sicax  ivvac nees  from  London. 

18  beds  arc  provided,  but  the  diff ic  xltp'  of'  see')r'’ng  KUiiicient  niu'sing 
stajff  has  resulted  in  a limited  numb- nr  only  being  vdr-'i tt'-xl  so  far.  At  the 
moment  there  are  9 patients  in  residencf.-,  but  even  small  nu;n1)er  is 

proving  almost  more  than  ttie  very  limited  staff  c-“.n  deal  with  and  nurses 
have  been  transferred  tompor''irily  from  St  Luke's  Hosyit?'.!  to  asai:-3t  the 
depleted  staff. 
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Maternity  nncl  Child  v/elfai’--  • 


This  seiy^ice  comes  under  the  control  oi  the  County  Council.  A ■'-veekJy 
clinic  is  held  each  Thursday  afternoon,  at  which  the  Medical  Officer  cf  MeaJ.ta 
and  a local  practitioner  attend.  4,742  attendances  v/ere  made  by  mothers  and 

be 

their  children  during  the  past  year.  The  service  is  .coming  increasin  ^Ij."  .^opul 
and  larger  premises,  givin^f  more  waiting-room  accommodation,  are  urge.ntly  ne^ile 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


No: 

No : 

of  Ins 

Premises  visited 

652 

New  drains 

6 

10 

Oral  ns  rep.airel 

112 

150 

Nuisances  rheted 

226 

376 

V/"C's  reoorseru'^ ted 

3 

7 

Disinfection  of  bedding  (lots) 

55 

Disi.nfecticn  of  houses 

45 

45 

Co::L’.im'.  ?Lod.gi  ng  houses 

1 

Food  Chops 

304 

B.akehouses 

20 

22 

Dairies  .and  cowsheds 

'.t6 

105 

Ashhins  provided 

10 

-L  • 

House  roofs  repqired 

92 

12^-' 

House  yard  paving  repaired 

4 

(> 

House  walls  and  floors  repaired 

28 

Other  house  repairs 

143 

.169 

Factories 

45 

60 

Total  ; 

Inspections 

l'^23  ■ 

Number  of  Inforrmal  notices  served  (g 

eneral) 

42 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  houses  (other  than  Council)f ound  to  be 

infested 

5 

Number  of  houses  ” 

disinfested 

5 

Housi.ng. 

Total  number  of  dvrelling  houses  insp 

ected  for  housing  defects 

124 

Number  of  inspections  niade  for  the  p 

urpose 

236 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not 

to  be  in  all 

respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

47 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 

rendered  fit 

i ,n  c 0 ns  e ''•u  enc  e 

of  inf  ermal  action. 

47 

Inspection  and 

Cupex'vision 

vOf  Food. 

Mi  Ik  Supply . 

The  25  co'/z’sheds  and  25  milk  shops  in  the  arr^a  have  been  sj/'stematic.ally 
inspected, samples  were  taken  by  m2/seif  and  tested  by  the  County  Bacteriologist 
vd.th  the  following  results'.-^ 
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'Description;- 

NO:  of 

.'■’assed  Accred- 

of  milk. 

Samples. 

ited  Standard. 

Failed 

Accredited  Repeats. 

38 

32 

6 

Ist . 

6 

3 

2nd. 

3 

3 

3rd. 

Ordinaiy  Rcxjcats 

43 

30 

13 

1st . 

13 

10 

3 

2nd. 

3 

2 

1 

3rd. 

1 

- 

1 

4th. 

1 

1 

- 

I.-'eat  and  other  poods. 

Regular  visits 

were  paid  to  meat 

; shops  am  cooked  rne.'^.t  s 

ho-ps  and  fish 

shops  vih.ero  food  is  s 

old  or  prepared., 

visits  were  also  paid  to 

' the  prn-^'-isi.on 

stores  a.rl  the  amount 

of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  h-uman  c 

onsump't  ’ on 

during  -L-/a&  year  v/as 

1 ton  - 4 Gwts.  - 

■ 3 qr:3*  ~ 17  lbs- 

Pact cries.  Workshops 

and  Workplaces. 

Premises 

No : of 

"Written 

UC‘0  '.Vp  LO 

Inspections- 

Iloticojs  • 

rS C^CoUtCU . 

Pactories 

(including  Factory- 
Laundries  ) 

30 

6 

Workshops • 

(including  v/orkshop) 

Laundries ) 

13 

2 

Water  Sup pi 

The  water  supply 

is  from  two  sources. 

Squabmoor  - a catchment  area  for  surface  ’/vator. 

Dotton-  a bore  hole, 

yielding  the  mair 

i supply. 

The  water  supply 

of  tVie  area  has 

been  satisfactory  in  qua 

.lity,  but 

difficulties  have  been  experienced  in 

providing  sufficient  quantity  to  meet 

the  deiaajnd.  The  reasons  for  this  are:-’ 

(a)  a marked  diminution  of  rainfall* 

(b)  the  machinery  at  Dotton  -pumping  station, being  heavily  over\'''orked, 
has  suffered  in  efficiency. 
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(c)  the  considerably  increased  consumption  over  nornr-1  years 


owing  to  the  presence  of  troops  and  evacuees* 

I'onthly  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  both  before  and 
after  treatment  have  been  made.  Results  Hhow  that  the  water  fron. 
Squabmoor  is  satisfactory  after  treatment,  and  that  from  Dotton  is 
satisfactozy  at  all  times. 

The  fjqixabmoor  water  has  a strong  plumbo  solvent  action  and, 
consequently , the  Council  have  always  insisted  that  all  water  piping 
In  TjXUi'ioutVi  is  of  galvanised  iron.  It  has  not  been  considered  necessary 
to  mrdee  any  analysis  in  this  connection. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  for  any  form  of  c on tarai nation. 

The  vxhole  of  the  dv/elling  Viouses  supplied  from  public  wains 
have  supplies  piped  dirept  to  the  houses. 

Appended  is  the  latest  chemical  analysis  oi'  the  town's  su  vplies. 


I am 


Your  obedient  servant 


30th  April, 1945# 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Characters : 

Lr.  l‘ilt-jr  Beds. 

Cqu  'biuoor  . 

Dot  ton- 

Colour 

0 :)1  our  less 

ydlowbint 

GO'l  '.'urj. 

Turbidity 

clear 

clear  - . 

alr-ar  ' 

Taste 

n'’- tiiral 

natural 

■ natural 

Odour 

none 

none 

none 

SusxJcnded  matters 

snia].! 

ant -sand  and 

small  ant  = organi  o 

none 

organi 

.0  detritus. 

det I’d  tus  dia  t oms . 

:\nal3^srs  • 

Ohloi’ine  nresent  as  Chlorides 

2*4 

2.  1- 

s.  1 

Nitrogen  'present  as  Nitrites 

trace 

0 

r 

’*  i:  '1  Nitrates 

0*  50 

0.025 

c.ec- 

Phosphates 

0 

0 

Ci 

Sulphates  S:v 

1.56 

0.95 

1 .9 

Free  C£  p'''".  on  1 -i  o:  :idf. 

0.45 

0.2 

a,  7 a 

Totol  haiUTi .'."s  capiivalent 
to  C^'lciun  Co.'^d'- ■no.te 

11-.5 

2.9 

18.2 

Temp.  1.0.'  ln';Svs(, annulled  by 
boij.i  ng  J 

11.6 

1.4 

Id- 5 

Perm,  hardness  altered 

by  bijiling) 

2.9 

1.5 

5c  9 ' 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0070 

0.0032 

F-OC52 

.ili'Ai  itn  'i.  l .,.nr'ionia 

0. 0028 

0.0048 

0. 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4 hrd.at 

27  dog.  C. 

0.03 

0.16 

0 02 

Oxygon  .libt'orbed  Irrunediatoly 

- 

- 

*• 

Lead 

0 

0 

Q 

Copper 

0 

0 

Sine 

0 

0 

0 

Iron 

0 

0 

Total  Solid  Constituents 

25.0 

9.8 

nir.  n 
c.  - J • J 

Organic  blatter  jbsciaajd  in 
igniti.ng  the  solid  constituents 

Trace 

trace 

nc^ne 

H3alrogen  Iron  Concentration 
equiv.  to  p.H« 

7.7 

6.3 

7.5 

Inc.cel.cium  c ■'rbonate  parts 
per  100,000  and  M'V'giesiurn  C';irbona 
parts  ])or  100,000. 

,te 

11,8 

0.5 

14.8 

2.25 

2.0 

2.85 
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